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William N. Bolles was a man who knew what was important in life - family, faith, and hard work. A grandfather to nine "precious angels", Bill gave his all to the task at hand. Laid back and mellow, strong but gentle, Bill was a tireless worker who loved his family deeply.

1935 was a harsh time in the history of this nation. The country was in the depths of the Great Depression, an event that took its toll on everything from the largest factory to the smallest family. But 1935 was also a year of hope. On January 12, Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly across the Pacific Ocean. The Social Security Act was passed on August 14 of that year, creating a program that would provide both unemployment insurance and old age pensions. And there was hope in Saugatuck, Michigan. On December 11, Elton and Anna (Kreusch) Bolles were welcoming the arrival of their tenth child, William. William was born at home, and two more siblings would join this large and loving family after his birth. 

Bill attended Saugatuck Public Schools through the 11th grade. He would kid his children and grandchildren by saying that he had to "walk uphill to get to school and walk uphill to get home". Young Bill loved sports but a stiff hip limited his participation. During this time, dances were popular with the young people and in October of 1955, Bill decided to go to Glenn for an evening of square dancing. It was there that he met a pretty young girl named Bernadine Ostrowski. Bernadine was looking for a partner for the next dance and chose Bill. Bill was smitten by this beauty, and they were married the following March, 1956. He bought the engagement and wedding rings, which took two years to pay for, and they were married at the priest's home. The newlyweds did not take a honeymoon, as both had to be back at work the next day. 

Bernadine and Bill made their home in Douglas, raising five wonderful children. Even though Bill was not able to play sports as a youth, as a loving parent, he attended every sporting event his children were in - wherever it was. Bill provided for his family by working at Holland Die Cast until it closed. He then went to work for Hart and Cooley as a tool and die journeyman. Bill was a very experienced and reliable worker and was proud of the work he did. He was active with the UAW, continually working to insure the best for his fellow workers. But he also knew how to have some fun. He and a co-worker would call the local radio station and ask them to play "Tight Fittin' Jeans" to liven things up. Bill retired from Hart and Cooley in 1997. 

The Bolles family were members of St. Peter's Catholic Church in Douglas. His faith was very important to him and Bill made sure everyone attended church every Sunday - no matter what condition they were in. He was an active member of the church and enjoyed being an usher until his hip problems limited his mobility. But it didn't limit his love for his church and his ability to provide in other ways. Bill used his talents to make basketball backboards and numerous other items for St. Peter's School. Bill Looked forward to his Tuesday and Thursday morning breakfast group of fellow retirees. 

In 1976 Bill rented a Winnebago motor home and took his family to Florida for Christmas. Unfortunately, it turned out to be the coldest winter in Florida in many years. To make matters worse, the propane tank for the motor home's heater had never been filled. To stay warm, the entire family had to sleep in one bed. That was their first and last family vacation. 

Starting in the 1990's Bill and Bernadine started traveling again. It became an annual tradition for the two of them to go across the Mackinac Bridge and visit the Soo Locks. Bill loved to watch the huge freighters and ships go through the Locks. They would stay in a motel right across the street and each day Bill would check the ship activity. 

The saying "there's no place like home" was so true for Bill Bolles. His favorite spot was sitting in his backyard, watching his children and grandchildren swim in his pool. Bill was proud of the fact that they had all learned to swim in "his pool". When each grandchild was a baby, Grandpa Bill would gently rock them to sleep on his stomach. As they got older, they would return the love by rubbing Grandpa's back. 

Bill's best days were when the whole family was together. Through the good times and the hardest of times, Bernadine was always at his side, providing tender, loving care. They would spend hours together, sitting in Bill's garden, enjoying the beautiful flowers and the fanciful lawn ornaments. 

William N. Bolles, aged 67, died Friday, September 26, 2003 in Holland Community Hospital. He is survived by Bernadine, his loving wife of 47 years; his children, Joseph and Renee Bolles of Saugatuck, Michael and Julie Bolles of Holland, Robert and Debra Bolles of Fennville, Diann and Brent Pratt of South Haven, and James Bolles of Pullman; his precious grandchildren, Kristopher Bolles, Donald Pratt, David Pratt, Amber Bolles, Ashley Bolles, Andrew Bolles, Elizabeth Bolles, Matthew Bolles, and Amanda Bolles; several step-grandchildren; brothers and sisters, Lewis Bolles of Muskegon, Marie and David Dhomsher of Florida, Martha Vander Schel of Holland, Mary Tofoya of Ganges, June and Bob Arata of Spring Lake, Barbara Rose of Grand Haven and Josephine and Ralph Hayes of Arkansas. He is also survived by brothers and sisters-in-law, Thelma Bolles of Holland, Adrianna and Alan Lebbin of Tennessee, Florian Ostrowski , Lucille Ostrowski, both of Indiana, and Claudia Ostrowski of Fennville; several nieces and nephews.

Friends may visit with the family on Wednesday, October 1, 2003 from 7-9 PM at the Mulder Chapel, Dykstra Funeral Homes, 188 West 32nd Street in Holland, MI. The service will be Thursday, October 2, at St. Peter's Catholic Church with the Rev. Ron Turcich O.S.A., officiating. Burial will be in Taylor Cemetery.

To read Bill's life story, leave a memory, order flowers online or make a memorial contribution to St. Peter's Catholic Church, or the Dominican Monastery of St. Jude, please visit Bill's personal memory page at www.lifestorynet.com.

Sitting in heaven's garden, watching over his family, William Bolles will be missed by all who knew him.

